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The Union of Concerned 
Scientists puts rigorous, 
independent science 
to work to solve our 
planet’s most pressing 
problems. Joining with 
citizens across the 
country, we combine 
technical analysis and 
effective advocacy 
to create innovative, 
practical solutions for 
a healthy, safe, and 
sustainable future.
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message from the  
president and Chair

  James J. McCarthy
  Chair

Ken Kimmell
President

UCS made remarkable gains toward a healthier planet and safer world in 2015—something  
we both take pride in and hope you will as well. Our accomplishments are possible because  
of you, our members.

Your support also ensures that our science and analyses remain independent, free from 
corporate- and government-funded influence. As a result, you are responsible for the  
successes you’ll read about in the following pages. Together, we:

•		 Helped	strengthen	the	most	ambitious	carbon	dioxide	reduction	measure	in	U.S.	 
history: the EPA’s Clean Power Plan will cut carbon pollution from power plants  
by almost one-third.

•		 Exposed	the	shady	tactics	of	fossil	fuel	companies	through	a	cutting-edge	report	 
and, in the process, broke up their united front under the banner of the American 
Legislative Exchange Council.

•		 Pressured	some	of	the	world’s	largest	corporations,	including	Starbucks	and	 
McDonald’s, to use ingredients that don’t contribute to tropical deforestation— 
a major driver of global warming emissions.

•		 Held	the	line	against	legislative	attacks	on	science	in	Congress,	preventing	harmful	 
bills from becoming law.

•		 Helped	convince	the	world’s	eighth-largest	economy—California—to	generate	 
50 percent of its electricity from renewable energy by 2030, showing the state  
legislature it was possible to do so.

These victories provide positive momentum for the 2015 UN Climate Conference in Paris,  
where the United States will join many other countries in committing to reduce emissions.  
We will work in the years ahead to ensure the United States implements its commitments,  
no matter which party is in power, and ultimately raises its level of ambition to match  
what scientists tell us is needed.

Among other initiatives in the year ahead, our work includes:

•		 Tightening	the	EPA’s	draft	fuel	economy	standards	for	heavy-duty	vehicles	to	achieve	
cleaner air, lower shipping costs, and lower global warming emissions

•		 Uniting	a	coalition	that	demands	a	national	plan	for	healthier,	more	sustainable,	 
and more affordable food

•		 Preventing	accidental	nuclear	war	by	removing	U.S.	weapons	from	hair-trigger	alert

We know we can do all of this and more—so long as you’re with us. Thank you for the trust  
you place in UCS and your continuing confidence that, together, we can build a better future. 
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Exposing Decades of Climate Deception
In July, UCS released a pathbreaking report: The Climate Deception Dossiers, 
which used internal corporate memos to document how the world’s largest 
fossil fuel companies knowingly sought to deceive the public about the  
realities and risks of climate change over the past three decades. 

What you helped us accomplish
F i s c A l  Y e A R  e n D i n G  s e p t e M B e R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 5
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UCS showed that 
fossil fuel companies 
knew their products 
cause global warming 
three decades ago but 
sought to deceive the 
public about it.

UCS Pressures  
the Polluters
hitting back at climate  
change deniers: The American  
Legislative Exchange Council  
(ALEC), a lobbying group that  
misrepresents science in order to  
repeal or block clean energy and climate 
initiatives, will have a bit less influence  
now that BP and Shell have rejected its  
positions and canceled their memberships.  
UCS urged senior BP officials to take this step  
in the fall of 2014, and the company followed  
through in March. Negotiations with Shell had  
been ongoing for more than a year, and it severed ties  
with ALEC in August after the publication of our Climate  
Deception Dossiers and a campaign that sent 130,000 emails  
to the company.

Giving shareholders a say: The UCS report Stormy Seas,  
Rising Risks documented that the United States’ five largest  
oil refiners had failed to disclose financial risks they face from 
climate change to their shareholders—as required by law. UCS 
teamed with several prominent investment firms including  
Calvert to bring attention to the issue, and Calvert also filed  
a shareholder resolution about it with Phillips 66. Since then, 
Phillips 66 and Chevron have added language about climate  
risks to their 2015 disclosure forms.

The 340 pages of assembled documents prove 
that companies such as ExxonMobil and 
Chevron knew their products were contribut-
ing to global warming yet funded campaigns to 
distort the science, deny the harm, and block 
action with tactics including:

•	 Secretly	funding	purportedly	independent	
scientists

•	 Creating	phony	grassroots	consumer	
groups

•	 Forging	letters	to	Congress	from	 
prominent nonprofit organizations

As the first product of the new UCS campaign 
to hold fossil fuel companies accountable for 
the damage their global warming pollution  
has caused, The Climate Deception Dossiers 
established a high standard for visibility,  
setting organizational records in the process:

•	 Widespread	media	coverage,	including			
an article in The Guardian that was shared 
more than 130,000 times and was the top-
ranked story on Reddit that day, with a 
reach of roughly 1 million readers

•	 Our	tweet	announcing	the	report	reached	
more than 500,000 people

•	 The	video	related	to	the	report	has		
been viewed more than 250,000 times  
on Facebook 

These revelations prompted responses  
from five of the six fossil fuel companies we 
targeted and helped spur a positive move by 
Shell (see the sidebar), sparking a powerful 
conversation about these companies’ share   
of responsibility for our global climate crisis.
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Curbing Deforestation by Transforming 
the Market for Palm Oil
Palm oil—used in a multitude of foods and personal care products—is 
often produced by clearing native tropical forests and peatlands, which 
destroys natural habitats and contributes to global warming. 

UCS has succeeded in dramatically reducing this source of climate change by  
targeting the consumer goods companies that use palm oil in their products. The 
first UCS scorecard of companies’ palm oil practices drew attention to the issue  
in 2014, and our April 2015 update Fries, Face Wash, Forests (which added store 
brands to the previous categories of fast food, packaged food, and personal care)  
has helped transform company practices. 

In the past year, the following companies committed to purchase or sell  
only deforestation-free palm oil:

•	 Avon

•	 Bunge	(a	palm	oil	trader)

•	 Clorox

•	 Costco

•	 Estée	Lauder

•	 First	Resources	(a	palm	oil	producer)

•	 McDonald’s

•	 Target

•	 Yum!	Brands	(owner	of	KFC,	Pizza	Hut,	Taco	Bell)

McDonald’s agreed to make the switch after a long campaign that included  
a UCS tweet on National Fast Food Day that reached 5 million Twitter users, and 
more than 13,000 UCS supporters took action on the issue. The UCS campaign  
targeting Starbucks reached 5.6 million Twitter users and 145,000 Facebook  
users—spurring 200,000 consumers to sign a petition calling for change. We  
are now in negotiations with the coffee giant to remove products leading to  
deforestation from its supply chain.

4 Union of Concerned Scientists
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McDonald’s agreed to use 
only deforestation-free palm 
oil after a UCS campaign  
that included reaching out  
to 5 million Twitter users.

Standing Up Strongly 
for Science
As science and scientists continue to  
come under attack by politicians and their 
corporate sponsors, the Center for Science 
and Democracy at the Union of Concerned 
Scientists serves as a bulwark in preserving 
the vital role science plays in shaping  
public policy and ensuring a well-informed 
electorate.

Revealing anti-science legislation for what it is: Five bills currently 
being considered by Congress would make it harder to pass laws based 
on the best scientific evidence available. The Secret Science Reform  
Act, for example, purportedly aims to increase transparency, but in  
reality would bring many environmental regulations to a halt because 
the health studies they are based upon are legally confidential. UCS 
sounded the alarm on these bills in the media and joined with two  
former high-level government science advisors to publish an article in 
the preeminent journal Science calling on scientists and academic institu-
tions to actively oppose such legislation. Not one of these bills has been 
passed due in part to our mobilization of the scientific community.

a victory for transparency: After UCS and our allies criticized  
the Smithsonian Institution for hiding funding arrangements that  
gave fossil fuel interests improper influence over the work of one of  
the Smithsonian’s researchers, the institution announced changes in  
disclosure requirements that could, if implemented properly, become   
a model for other government entities that accept private funding.

Better coverage of science in the media: UCS scored an “under- 
the-radar” victory when CNN went an entire year without airing a  
single misleading debate about climate change. Our April 2014 report 
Science or Spin? found that the network had staged debates in which  
the person arguing against the well-established scientific consensus  
on global warming had received funding from the fossil fuel industry. 
Some 27,000 UCS supporters called for change, and CNN’s tacit accep-
tance shows that UCS is successfully changing the public narrative  
from debating the science to focusing on solutions.
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The final Clean Power Plan 
reflected nearly everything UCS 
had recommended, ensuring a 
strong role for renewable energy 
in reducing global warming 
emissions.

Powering Ahead on Clean Energy

Over the past year, UCS and our supporters undertook a variety 
of actions to strengthen the Clean Power Plan:

•	 Documenting	that	the	EPA	could	nearly	double	the	amount	
of renewable energy in the plan—from 12 percent of total 
electricity sales in 2030 to 23 percent—based on strong 
growth in the industry over the past five years 

•	 Publishing	analysis	showing	that	most	states—even	some			
of the states most dependent on coal for their electricity—
are already well on the way to meeting their proposed targets

•	 Sending	nearly	50,000	emails	to	state	governors	and	more	
than 50,000 messages to the EPA urging them to avoid  
overreliance on natural gas and strengthen the role of  
renewable energy

•	 Earning	the	backing	of	13	U.S.	senators,	a	dozen	state		
attorneys general, and various business groups and non-
profit organizations for our approach, and a tweet by  
artist Yoko Ono to her 4.8 million followers

These efforts paid off. When the final Clean Power Plan was 
unveiled in August, it incorporated nearly all our recommen-
dations—notably, stronger goals for renewable energy and  
limits on natural gas. This is one of the first times in history 
that a major air pollution rule was made stricter, rather  
than weaker, during the public comment period. The White 
House	recognized	the	role	UCS	played	in	shaping	the	plan	by	
inviting our president, Ken Kimmell, to the signing ceremony.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Clean Power Plan is the most 
ambitious action the United States has taken to reduce the emissions driving 
climate change—cutting global warming pollution from power plants approxi-
mately 32 percent below 2005 levels by 2030. But the plan, as originally drafted, 
was not as strong as it could be because it underestimated the role renewable 
energy could and should play in reducing emissions.
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Delivering the Goods
With more than $10 trillion in goods shipped via truck every year, the 
consequences for air quality and global warming are immense. The 
March 2015 UCS report Engines for Change demonstrated that, although 
heavy-duty vehicles represent only 7 percent of all vehicles on U.S. 
roads, they consume 25 percent of the fuel. But our analysis shows that a 
40 percent reduction in the fuel consumption of new trucks by 2025 is 
both technically feasible and cost-effective. This level of improvement, 
just in our nation’s freight trucks alone, would:

•	 Save	$30	billion	in	shipping	costs

•	 Cut	oil	use	by	8.8	billion	gallons

•	 Reduce	global	warming	emissions	by	an	amount	equivalent	 
to shutting down 30 coal-fired power plants

The Environmental Protection Agency has now issued a draft rule to 
improve the fuel economy of these vehicles, and we are working hard to 
strengthen this rule just as we did with the Clean Power Plan. As part of 
this effort, 23,000 UCS supporters brought our findings to the attention 
of five corporations with large truck fleets—Coca-Cola, FedEx, PepsiCo, 
UPS, and Walmart—and urged them to support strong standards.

Note: Circles are proportionally sized but their overlap is for design purposes only.
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Reducing the Threat of 
Nuclear Weapons
“hair-trigger” alert: The United States continues to keep its land-based 
nuclear missiles ready to launch within minutes, a Cold War–era policy 
that has brought the world uncomfortably close to catastrophe on several 
occasions. More than 30,000 UCS supporters called for an end to this 
obsolete and high-risk stance by emailing President Obama, and we 
worked to build support for this change at home and abroad by: 

•	 Launching	a	social	media	campaign	that	reached	well	over	a	million	
people

•	 Publishing	op-eds	and	letters	in	prominent	newspapers	across	 
the country, including one written with a retired Air Force general 
who oversaw U.S. nuclear weapons

•	 Addressing	international	delegates	to	the	Nuclear	Nonproliferation	
Treaty Review Conference at the UN

•	 Briefing	top	government	officials	and	engaging	the	public	in	Japan,	 
a key U.S. ally

UCS helped win Senate 
approval of the Iran 
nuclear weapons 
deal by publicizing 
broad support in the 
scientific community.

Ready . . . Set . . . Divest!
UCS is proud of the fact that in 2015 we divest-
ed from the companies largely responsible for 
climate change: our stock holdings are now 98 
percent fossil fuel–free. While UCS had never 
directly invested in fossil fuel companies, some 
of our mutual funds—even so-called sustain-
ability funds—included small holdings in such 
companies. To ensure that our investments are 
in keeping with our organizational values and 
those of our supporters, the board of directors 
took steps to divest from those holdings while 
continuing to use low-cost index funds that 
will not materially change our risk or return 
objectives.

You can rest assured that UCS’s long-term  
financial health is grounded in the same prin-
ciples that underpin the organization’s mission, 
and we will endeavor over time to become  
100 percent fossil fuel–free.

8 Union of Concerned Scientists

Working with Communities Up  and Down the Coast
Given the ongoing lack of will in Congress to reduce global warming 
emissions, UCS is working with local activists, experts, and officials 
already feeling the consequences of climate change to help them 
prepare and adapt. Along the East and Gulf Coasts, this means ad-
dressing rising sea levels and tidal flooding.

From New England to New Orleans, UCS discussed the findings 
of our October 2014 report Encroaching Tides in meetings with: 

•	 City	planners

•	 Chamber	of	commerce	members

•	 Native	American	leaders

•	 Members	of	the	Gullah-Geechee	Nation	(who	live	on	the	coastal	
islands of Georgia and South Carolina)

•	 Students	from	historically	black	colleges	and	universities

Half	of	the	52	coastal	communities	UCS	analyzed	in	the	report	will	
experience at least 24 tidal floods annually within just 15 years, and 
some—including Washington, DC—can expect more than 150 each 
year by 2045, or a flood nearly every other day. In each community 
we found receptive audiences and made new allies who are eager to 
continue working with UCS.
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By translating Chinese military papers, UCS discovered that  
China is considering putting its own missiles on hair-trigger alert 
for the first time. This gives more urgency to our call for the United 
States to change its policy, and to discuss the issue with China.

iran: When the world’s attention turned to the negotiations  
attempting to restrict Iran’s nuclear facilities, UCS played a key 
role. Our efforts to educate policy makers and the public about 
the broad support among scientists for the proposed deal includ-
ed publicizing a letter written by prominent scientists, including 
UCS board member and hydrogen bomb designer Richard Garwin, 
that received coverage in the New York Times. Our Reddit “ask 
me anything” session with two scientists drew 30,000 people, 
and we organized 1,500 UCS supporters to make timely phone 
calls to three key senators leading up to the vote—two of whom 
ultimately voted in favor of the deal.

9Annual Report 2015Union of Concerned Scientists

Working with Communities Up  and Down the Coast
“Keep up your 
vital work. 
It is deeply 
appreciated. 
UCS is a great 
resource!”

—Rep. John sarbanes  
following a July 2015 

forum on sea level  
rise in Annapolis,  

Maryland
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Giving Americans the Facts about Their Food

The government 
strengthened the 
proposed change to 
food labels advocated 
by UCS, which will 
give consumers more 
information about 
the sugar in their 
food.

America’s broken food system funnels taxpayer dollars into subsidies that result in 
the mass production of unhealthful processed foods, while discouraging farmers 
from growing fruit and vegetables. A key component of processed foods is sugar, and 
most Americans likely eat far more of it than they realize. To illustrate the point, UCS 
published	a	graphic	before	the	2014	Halloween	holiday	showing	that	teenage	boys	
eat the sugar equivalent of 18 “fun size” candies every day—a dietary habit that, once 
established in childhood, can lead to obesity, heart disease, and diabetes, especially 
among low-income and minority populations. The graphic was shared by prominent 
food writers Marion Nestle and Michael Pollan, reaching 580,000 Twitter users.

UCS is working on two fronts to combat the problem:

school lunches. Using the finding in our February 2015 report Lessons from the 
Lunchroom that free and reduced-price lunches help children consume more healthy 
foods (especially fruits and vegetables), we are pushing to defend and improve 
nutrition standards for school meals. 

Food labeling. We are supporting a change in the Nutrition Facts label that appears 
on all packaged food, which would require specifying the amount of “added sugar” 
(that is, sugar not naturally occurring in the product) in each item. This past summer 
we achieved an important early victory when the Food and Drug Administration 
supplemented the proposed change by requiring a percent value for added sugar  
that will put the amount in the context of the recommended daily limit for sugar.
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UCS analysis played a key role in securing 
California’s landmark clean energy and energy 
efficiency standard—the strongest in the nation.

Setting the Standard for  
Climate Action
UCS continues to have tremendous success on the West Coast, where 2015 brought 
more precedent-setting victories.

Clean energy: In September, the California legislature passed a landmark law requiring 
50 percent of the state’s electricity to come from renewable energy sources by 2030 
and doubling energy efficiency throughout the state. UCS pushed hard for this victory, 
educating policy makers and the public about the proposal’s viability with the report 
Achieving 50 Percent Renewable Electricity in California and an influential letter and 
full-page newspaper ad signed by more than 150 scientists, economists, and other  
experts. Once again, California—which would rank among nations as the world’s 
eighth-largest economy—is leading the way on clean energy and providing a   
powerful model for what is possible.

Clean vehicles and fuels: Earlier in the year, more than 5,000 UCS supporters in  
California signed a petition calling on the state to create a clean freight system, and  
the governor and the California Air Resources Board responded by committing to  
draft a strategy for achieving that goal. UCS analysis also helped persuade Oregon  
legislators to allow their state’s low-carbon fuel standard to take effect, by demon-
strating that the standard would lower the state’s global warming emissions  
while providing a boost to the local economy.

“What I really 
like about UCS 
is that they tell 
it like is, and 
we need to hear 
that.”

—secretary of the  
interior sally Jewell  
following a June 2015 
roundtable on climate 

change and cultural  
resources	in	Historic	

Jamestowne, Virginia

Your Nuclear 
Power 
Watchdog  
on the Job
When UCS learned that the 
government was withholding 
safety-related information 
about U.S. nuclear power 
plants from the public, we 
filed Freedom of Information 
Act requests for all fire pro-
tection– and emergency 
planning–related documents 
since 2004. In October 2014, 
the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC) began posting 
these documents in its pub-
licly accessible online library. 
And in March 2015, UCS suc-
cessfully persuaded the NRC 
to reject an industry-favored 
approach to plant safety that 
would have minimized the 
consequences of a nuclear 
accident rather than install-
ing the equipment needed  
to reduce the likelihood of 
accidents in the first place.
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Financial Report

ReVenue

The Union of Concerned Scientists continues to benefit from the generosity of the individuals and 
foundations who work in partnership with us to build a healthier and safer world. In fiscal year 2015,  
the majority of support for UCS—71 percent—came from the generous donations of our 98,000 members, 
with foundations representing 23 percent of our revenue and bequests an additional 4 percent. 

eXpenses

Eighty-three percent of every dollar contributed to UCS in fiscal 2015 directly funded program work, with 
the remaining 17 percent spent on the critical infrastructure and fundraising that support our programs. 
With an annual budget exceeding $28 million, UCS continues to strengthen our unique ability to help  
solve the planet’s most pressing problems using the power of independent science.  

F i s c A l  Y e A R  e n D i n G  s e p t e M B e R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 5

Note: These results had not been audited at press time; for our official statement, visit the UCS website at www.ucsusa.org/annualreport.
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Unrestricted

 
Operating revenUe  
and Other sUppOrt

general 
Operating

BOard 
designated tOtal

tempOrarily 
restricted

permanently 
restricted tOtal

Individual contributions $16,428,318 $16,428,318 $2,972,513 $19,400,831 

Foundation and other institutional grants 150,000 150,000 6,217,925 6,367,925 

Net investment income 1,481 (671,273) (669,792) (4,902) (674,694) 

Bequests and net annuities 334,207 628,686 962,893 962,893

Other revenue 502,935 502,935 502,935

Interfund transfers 995,884 (955,884)   

Net assets released from restrictions:

    Appropriation of cumulative gains 1,294,217 (1,294,217)

   Satisfaction of program restrictions 8,400,985 8,400,985 (8,400,985)

Total operating revenue and other support 28,068,027 (2,292,688) 25,775,339 784,551 26,559,890 

Operating expenses

Programs: 

Climate and Energy 10,701,666 10,701,666 10,701,666 

Center for Science and Democracy 3,520,549 3,520,549 3,520,549 

Clean Vehicles 3,182,533 3,182,533 3,182,533 

Food and Environment 2,827,503 2,827,503 2,827,503 

Global Security 2,827,137 2,827,137 2,827,137 

Legislative 293,238 293,238 293,238 

Total programs 23,352,626 23,352,626 23,352,626 

Supporting services:

Fundraising and member communications 3,726,148  3,726,148  3,726,148 

General and administrative 989,253 989,253 989,253

Total supporting services 4,715,401  4,715,401 4,715,401

Total operating expenses 28,068,027 28,068,027 28,068,027

Change in net assets  (2,383,943) (2,383,943) 784,551 (1,599,392)

Net assets at beginning of year 2,800,134 32,630,669 35,430,803 3,551,853 185,435 39,168,091  

net assets at end Of year $2,800,134 $30,246,726 $33,046,860 $4,336,404 $185,435 $37,568,699 

Note: These results had not been audited at press time; for our official statement, visit the UCS website at www.ucsusa.org/annualreport.
Shaded area indicates operating budget.

Financial statement F i s c A l  Y e A R  e n D i n G  s e p t e M B e R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 5
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